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a.m -. 2 OF ime 
Particularly as it regards the inferior Animals, 


** The well.taught philofophic mind 
** To all compaflion gives,— 
** Cafts round the world an equal eye, 
** And feels for all that lives.” ' 
BaARBAULD. 


T is a lamentable faét, that a very great portion of mankind 

feem as infenfible to the fufferings of the interior part of the 
animal creation, as if they confidered it to confift of mere 
pieces of mechanifm, or of organized bodies, which, though 
poffefling a vital principle, are yet deftitute of feeling. 

It muft, however, be obvious to the noticesof common fenfe, 
that the various [pecies of animals exhibit evident fymptoms of 
their fufceptibility of the oppofite fenfations of pain and plea- 
fure. To {port with thofe feelings, furely evinces a barbarity 
of difpofition highly difgraceful to beings having any pre- 
tenfions to the polfellion of rational powers ; and betrays a dere- 
liion of thofe principles of humanity and compaffion, which 
were, doubtlefs, originally implanted, and flill in fome cafes are 
cherifhed in the human breatt. 


Indeed fuch is the deterioration of the moral ftate of our na-' 


ture, that a fimilar difpofition is varioufly manifefted. It can- 
not be controverted, that the hiftory of mankind furnifhes more 
numerous and ftriking inftances of enmity and malevolence, 
Vol. 45. 2.H than 
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than of love and friendfhip, and no acute obferver can have 
omitted to notice, not only the enmity which [ubfifts among} 
men in general, refulting frequently from the moft trivial caufes, 
but alfo the infincerity of profeffed and apparent friendhhip; 
and many inftances muft have fallen within the {phere of his 
obfervation, of a fecret diflike and averfion lurking under the 
fpecious garb of what is falfely termed politenefs, as well as 
ill will manifefting itfelf amongft perfons united in the bonds 
of feétarian conneétions and coincidence of principle. 

Where, as in the prefent inftance, the natural difpofition js 
unreftrained by the force of pofitive and penal laws, its malig. 
nity is often palpably difplayed; but in nothing more than the 
pleafure which many profefs to derive from circumftances which 
are creative of pain to the inferior animals. A mere indiffe 
rence to their fufferings might be confidered but as a kind of ne. 
gative vice: but when we fee the “ lords of the creation” 
amufing themfelves at the expence of the deftru€tion and tor. 
ture of the creatures which were formed, in a great meafure, 
for their fervice, and committed to their care, every heart, which 
yet retains Jome portion of pity and honourable feeling, re. 
volts at the turpitude of the crime, and muft feel difpofed, 
however reluétantly, to join in the pathetic apoftrophe of the 
poet ; 


“* Upbraid, ye ravening tribes, our wanton rage ; 
For hunger kindles you, and lawlefs want; 
But lavifh fed, in nature’s bounty roll’d, 
To joy at anguifh, and delight in blood, 
Is what your horrid bofoms never knew.” 
THOMSON. 


** So violent,” fays a late juftly celebrated writer,* “* are the 
vaffions of anger and revenge in the human heart, that it is not 
wonderful that men fhould profecute their real or imaginary 
enemies with cruelty and malevolence; but that there fhould 
exift in nature, a being who can receive pleafure from giving 
pain, would be totally incredible, if we were not convinced, 
by melancholy experience, that there are not only many, but 
that this unaccountable difpofition is in fome meafure inherent 
in the nature of man; for as he cannot be taught by example, 
nor led to it by temptation, or prompted to it by interetft, it 
muft be derived from his native conftitution, and is a remark- 
able confirmation of what revelation fo frequently inculcates— 
that he brings into the world with him an original depravity, 
the effeéts of a fallen and degenerate ftatez in proof of which, 
we need only oblerve, that :lie nearer be approaches to a ftate of 

nature, 


* Mrs. Soame Jenyns. 
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nature, the more predominant the difpofition appears, and the 
more violently it operates.” 

It may be added, there are not even wanting men of abilities 
and education, who openly defend the inhuman praétices here 
alluded to, and advance arguments in their favour, 

It has been, perhaps juftly, contended, that many {pecies of 
animals were originally defigned for our food, and that, there- 
fore, we have a right to deprive them of life; but is this (not 
undifputed) principle fufficient to juftify indifcriminate flaughe 
ter, and unneceflary pain ?—to authorize the converfion of a 
circumitance which is, at beft, but a neceflary evil, into the 
means of fport and amufement. 

To urge in defence of thofe pra€tices, a political argument 
founded on the influence they are fuppofed to have in forming 
national manners to heroifm, and in the confervation of a mar- 
tial fpirit amongft the peuple is not only puerile, inafmuch as 
on the fuppofition of fuch influence being real it would be in- 
adequate, from the moft obvious moral principles, as ajuftificae 
tory plea; but it will alfo be found, on examination, an egre- 
gious fallacy. 

Is it fupported by matter of faf&t? Thofe amufements have 
been in this country for centuries, in a ftate of perpetual de- 
clenfion, and are now incomparably lefs ufed than they for- 
merly were; but will it be alledged, that the national fpirit has 
funk below the ancient level? will it be faid that the lufire of 
our arms fhone lefs brilliantly on the fands of Egypt, than on 
the plains of Creffy ? The truth is, whilft the popular manners 
have greatly refined from ancient barbarifm, courage now cone 
flitutes as ftrong a feature in the national charaéter as it ever did. 
Does reafon fanétion it? By frequent expofure to perfonal 
danger, men may habitually acquire an acceffion of fortitude 
and intrepidity ; but furely it will not be ferioufly contended, 
that the prattice of deftroying or worrying the little tribes of 
the feathered Creation, and otlier helplefs animals, fome of which 
are phyfically incapable, and others artificially denied the means 
of oppoling refiftarice, can have any other effe& than that of 
tin@uring the difpofition with the abominable combination cf 
cruelty and cowardice. 

But the man of refined fentiments feels chat arguments on 
fuch a fubje& are fuperfluous. ‘he facred principle which ac- 
tuates his bofom, conflitutes an intuition of the congruity of 
univerfal benevolence with the moral order and fitnefs of things ; 
whilft it fills it with a fecret delight and felf-complacency. 


* Thefe, and a thoufand images of blifs, 
With which kind nature graces every {cene 
Where cruel man deteats not her defign, 
Impart tothe benevolent, who wifh 
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“* All that are capable of pleafure pleafed, 
A far fuperior happinefs to their’s, 
The comfort of a reafonable joy.” 
Cowper. 


Some minds, furely, poffefs fources of éxquifite happinef 
which are entirely unknown to others. Of thefe, which age 
in general, 


* Such 
As never mingled with the vulgar dream,” 





the principle in queftion is not of the leaft confiderable, 
The fympathy it produces is attended by emotions of the moh 
pleafurable nature, particularly heightened by refleétions on its 
refemblance. to the unlimited: bounty and univerfal care of the 
common. Creator : 


** The love of nature works, 
And warms the bofom ; till at laft fublimed 
We feel the prefent Deity, and tafle 
The joy of God to fee a happy world.” 
THOMSON. 


Happy! truly happy, that heart, which is the feat of pure 
and unconfined benevolence! whofe affe&tions embrace the 
remoteft extent of the world, and engender a principle of 
real love and tender fenfibility for every gradation of ani- 
mate exiftence refpeftively, from the archangel to the ani- 
malcule ! 

A. y A 

Falmouth, January, 1805. 





ANECDOTES of the late ALDERMAN BOYDELL. 


HIS celebrated charafier, who has been fo juftly honoured 

with the title of the father of the arts, was born at Don- 
nington, in Shropfhire, in January, 1719. His father, who was 
a land-furyeyor, had deflined him for his own profeflion; but, 
from a fudden predileétion to the art of engraving, he left his 
native place, walked up to London, and at the age of 21 appren- 
ticed himfelf for feven years to an engraver | His conduét doe 
ring his apprenticefhip was eminently afliduous; for in this pe- 
riod he perfeéted himfelf in drawing and the art of perfpeétive, 
and even attained the French language without a maiter, making 
a point of attending the French chapel, to acquire the pronune 
ciation. The Jaft year of his indentures he purchafed of his 
matter, paid a vifit to his native place, and married an amiable 
perfon, 
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perfon, the objeét of his early affeftions; after which he re. 
turned, and commenced bufinefs for himfelf, 

His firft publication made its appearance in 1745, and was 
called The Bridge Book. The fuccefs this little work met with 
gave him great encouragement; and he continued to employ 
himfelf in defigning and engraving many views of places in and 
about London, befides copying prints from Vandevelde, Brooke 
ing Berghem, Oftade, Caftiglione, Salvator Rofa,-&c. and the 
manner in which they were executed evinced ‘confiderable ta: 
Jent. Finding how much the tafte for prints prevailed, and obe 
ferving with concern the immenfe fums drawn out of the coun. 
try by foreign artifts, he, with that patriotic fpirit which fo pe. 
culiarly characterifed him, refolved to endeavour to turn this 
current of wealth, and this by his induftry and perfeverance he 
finally did. é‘ 

In Woollet he found an artiff who could equal if not excel 
any foreign one. The firft prints which he engraved were the 
Temple of Apollo from Claude, and the two premium piétures 
of the Smiths of Chichefter: thefe were followed in 1761 by 
the Niobe and the Pheton from Wilfon, which might be juftty 
called the two great pillars on which Woollet’s reputation was 
built, and proved fuch a f{pecimen of the Englifh fchool as 
gained the admiration of all Europe. Alderman Boydell now 
firft attempted that undertaking, which from its magnitude has 
aftonifhed every nation in Europe. We allude to his f{chool of 
Britith hiQtorical painting in the fplendid eftablifhment of the 
Shakefpeare Gallery. By his engraving at an immenfe expence 
avaft number of fine prints, and endeavouring to eflablilh this 
{chool, he has ex pended more than three hundred and fifty thou. 
fand pounds. ‘The benefits that were thus obtained to the arts 
and artifts muft be obvious to many : indeed, they are of that na- 
ture as juftly to rank him as one of the firft benefa@ors of his 
country. 

Of his condu& as an alderman, fheriff, and chief magiftrate, 
his behaviour was fuch as will long be remembered moft grate- 
fully. Attentive to the interefts and withes of his fellow-citi- 
zens of every denomination, humble as a citizen, but f{plendid 
aamagiftrate. Inthe council-chamber of Guildhall are proofs 
of his patriotif{m and ardour for the promotion of the arts. We 
allude to the piétures there prefented by him to the corpora- 
tion. On his private charaéter we might dwell with great 
pleafure ; fuffice it to fay, it was diftinguifhed by fimplicity 
of manners, integrity of mind, private worth, and folid 
piety, 
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HEROIC ACHIEVEMENT of a BOY. 


BE following occurrence, which took place on Tuefday 
night, the §th of March, 1805, refle&ts high credit on the 
prefence of mind of a boy, by which his matfter’s veffel was 
faved trom the hands of the French, and will, no doubt, mee 
with its due reward. The following is an accurate ftatement of 
the faét :—A French lugger privateer, with a dark forefail, took 
poffeffion of the William and Elizabeth fithing fmack, belong. 
ing to Dartmouth, within a few miles of Dungenefs, on the 
above night. The privateer fired four times into them, and 
after the capture took out the mafter and one boy, and left an 
old man and another boy on board, until they could fend th 
boat again with Frenchmen to take poffeffion. in the interval, 
the boy who had been left on board, put up the helm, and madeof 
with the veffel. The privateer fired feveral vollies at the {mack, 
wounded the old man, and filled her deck and fides with muf. 
quet balls, and purfued her ‘till they came within fight of Ad. 
miral Doug)as’s. f{quadron, when the privateer made off for the 
French coaft, andthe boy carried the {mack in among the {qua 
dron, and put the wounded man on board the Utile, being the 
firft vefle] he could 1each. 





Curious Particulars of Fean Marie Hervagault, who i 
tends to be the Dauphin of France, and the Son of the 
unfortunate Louis XVI. 


{From Mr. Phillips’s Edition of Kotzebue’s Travels from Berlin to 
Paris. ] 


re MARIE HERVAGAULT is the fon of a taylorat 
St. Lo, of a prepoffefling figure, features bearing great re 
femblance to thofe of Louis XVI. fair, flender, lively, com- 
municative without fufpicion, quickly penetrating and feigning 
innocence ina mafterly manner; of courfe a perfon of great 
endowments, but of no education. He is fuppofed to be a 
natural fon of the late duke of Valentinois, who pofleffed eftates 
in Normandy. The flrange events of the revolution difordered 
his fenfes; he faw that many had raifed themfelves from ob 
fcurity, and he wifhed to dothe fame. In September, 1796, 
he left his father’s honfe, and flrolled as a vagabond about the 
country, declaring himfelf to be the fon of a family of rank, 
reduced to diftrefs by the revolution. His youth, his innocent 
appearance, and the plaufibility of his flory, every where 
procured him a favourable reception and relief. . He bad 
no palfport, but was never afked for one. He _ became 
boider, and attempted likewife to carry on his trade in the 
0 LOWNS. 
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towns. He came to Cherbourg, but was foon taken up as a 
vagrant, 

His father, the taylor, being apprized of this, haftened to 
fetch him, and was not a little furprifed to find him richly pro- 
vided with money and jewels. He brought him back to St. Lo, 
where the brifk young blade did not, however, ftay long, but 
foon ran away a fecond time, ftrolled through the department of 
Calvados ; and, having improved both in body and in mind, he 
became more ingenioufly inventive in his ftorivs than at firft. 
He fometimes paffed for a fon of the prince of Monaco, and 
fometimes for the heir of the duke d’Urfel in the Netherlands. 
He thus raifed himfelf ftep by ftep, and ere long made himfelf 
a relation of Lewis XVI. of the Emperor Jofeph II. and of 
the king of Pruffia. For the fake of his fafety, which was 
threatened, he travelled in women’s clothes, pretending that he 
was juft returned from England, whither he had been taking 
fome money to his emigrant father. Many, very many people 
of rank and education, were deceived, for he flattered their for- 
mer prejudices; the ladies in particular fhewed a decided partia- 
lity for him, becaufe he addreffed their hearts. His adven- 
tures began to attraft fome notice, and he was arrefted a fecond 
time in female attire, and conduéted to prifon, at Bayeux, at 
the diftance of only ten leagues from St. Lo. His father came 
again to procure his deliverance, which, in confideration of his 
youth, was indulgently granted, and the lad replaced under 
paternal authority. He was now to learn the trade of a taylor, 
an infufferable thought to his mind. He broke loofe a third 
time, 

In 1797 he was in the diligence, or ftage coach, between La- 
val and Alencon, very plainly and decently habited, according 
tohis fex. Not far from the latter place, he alighted, and brufhed 
of toa village by the road-fide, called Les Joncherets. Be. 
ing benighted, he begged quarters of a peafant, who direéted 
him to the houfe of Mademoifelle Talon Lacombe for better ac- 
tommodation. ‘To this lady he declared himfelf to be one of 
the family of Montmorency, who had a cattle and eftates near 
Dreux, but was obliged to fly from his perfecutors. She con- 
cived a lively intereft for his fituation, and fupplied him 
with money and clothes, which he promifed to re-pay upon 
his arrival at Dreux. Here he lived for awhile much at his 
tale, ated the part of a man of quality, and prefented, for 
atance, the oftler who faddled his riding-horfe, with a louis 
Or. 

At lat he felt himfelf induced to fet off, and Mademoifelle 
combe accompanied him to Dreux, to get back the value ot 
Wut the had advanced to him. ‘They fafcly reached the place ; 
both caftie and eftates had vanifhed. Can any thing be more 
ira? The revolution accounts lor every thing. Poorer by 
fifty 






































































208 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


fifty ‘louis d’ors, and richer in experience, the lady returned 
home. The young hero continually gained in boldnefs, . Inthe 
month of May, 1798, he ventured in the diligence to Meauy, 
only eight leagues from Paris, and alighted at the inn, where he, 
indeed, obtained fome refrefhment, but, having no_ paffpor, 
was refufed a night’s lodging. The wife of a Paris merchan, 
Lavarine, who bappened to be at Meaux, took pity, on him, and 
permitted him to fleep in her warehoufe. This encouraged hin 
to afk farther favours, and he fucceeded. He reprefented him. 
felf as arich farmer’s fon at Domery, who had fled to ayoid 
being enrolled as a recruit, and madame made him a prefent of 
four louis d’ors, upon which he hired a place in the diligence for 
Strafbourg. 

About one league from Chalons he difappeared,'and the. pol. 
tillion in vain waited his return. He went to. the village of 
Mery, and wifhed to make good his ftory at the caftle of ‘Guig. 
naucourt; but, being fufpe&ted, he was put under arreft, and ta 
ken before the juflice of peace at Cernon, Being afked who he 
was, he myfterioully replied: ‘*. He had no anfwer to maketo 
fuch a queftion.” He was fent to Chalons, where, being again 
afked to give his name, he proudly faid, ** You will learn it but 
too foon.”” At laft he faid, he was called Louis Antoine Jeu 
Francois de Langueville ; that his father was dead, and that hs 
mother, Madame Sainte Emilie, lived at Beuzeville, near Pont 
Audemar, in the department of Eure. It muft be confelled, 
that it is impoflible to tell a lie more circumftantially. Confined 
inthe prifon.of Chalons, Hervagault aifumed an air of gram 
deur, end amyflerious deportment ; he tempted che curious 
gave fignificant hints, and in fhort, ere long it was whifpere 
about: “ It is the dauphin! the fon of Louis XVI!” The 
jatlor himfelf believed the ftory, and advanced him mency. ‘The 
wives of two merchants of the towns Saignes and Felize wert 
initiated in the fecret, which foon {pread about ; and no one aty 
longer doubted. His figure, his manners—* You need butitt 
him,”’ exclaimed the credulous fouls, ‘* to recognife him at the 
very firfl look.’ All the inbabitants of Chalons, of tk 
privileged orders, were by degrees made counfidents and ade 
herents ; and they ail vied with each other in fupporting thi 
ill-tated offspring of their king. His table was daily: ferve 
with dainties of every defcription, his rooms were elegantly ite 
nifhed, mafters were given him, the jailor treated him with dee 
ference and refpe@; his prifoner was allowed-to walk about # 
often as he pleafed, but always in the difguife of a female; m 
fine, his dungeon was as it were metamorphofed into a pleafurt 
houfe. 

Meanwhile the perfons who were let into the fecret were 1 
fufficiently difcreet. A word dropt here and there in tbe §) 
nefs of their hearts, aroufed the vigilance of the magifltatss 
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and, after this mafquerade was played two months, Hervagayit 
was made to undergo {tri€ter examinations. With artifice and 
geftures that feemed to belie his words, he now declared that he 
was the fon of ataylor at St. Lo. The father was applied to in 
writing, confirmed thetruth of the declaration, andthe offender 
was fentenced to one month’s imprifonment. This mild punifhe 
thent was confidered as a viftory by thofe who thought they 
really knew the fecret: during his trial, they trembled left the 
real origin of the prifoner fhould not efcape difcovery. In 
order to free him trom the prying vigilance of the police, they 
abundantly furnifhed him with money and jewels, and thus 
facilitated his retreat. He was very well fatished with the iffue, 
and now began to aét his part at Vire, inthe department of Cal- 
vados. Here he made but a few profelytes, was foon arrefted 
again, and with greater feverity doomed to two years’ imprifon. 
ment. 

As the inhabitants of Nireonly confidered him as a young vae 
gabond, he would have paffed thefe two years very forrily, had 
not his faithful adherents at Chalons continued to fupport him ; 
on which occafion the confoling Madame Saignes conduéted 
the correfpondence. This woman reaily wifhed him well, and 
advifed him to apply the time of his confinement to the im- 
provement of his education ; but he gave way to drinking, and 
atthe end of two years left the prifon worfe than when he en. 
tered. Madame Saignes herfelf went to fetch him from Vire to 
Chalons, into the bofom of his faithful and devoted friends. 
The moft fplendid preparations were made for his reception. 
He arrived, received congratulations, had flowers ftrewed at his 
feet, and was treated with the moft diftinguifhed refpe&. In 
hort, the horn of plenty was again molt copioul:y poured out 
on the taylor’s fon of St. Lo. When the police difcovered thefe 
proctedings, his partifans, upon deliberation, found it expedient 
to fend the dauphin on his travels. Hs route was fo contrived 
that he every where found confidential friends, who, being pre. 
vioufly informed of his fuppofed high birth, fhewed him all the 
refpe&t due to that exalted ftation. He was once at Rheims, 
twice at Vitry le Francais, and often at different country -feats, 
where balls, concerts, and feafts of every kind, were given in 
honour of him. 

At Vitry he was fplendidly and conveniently lodged at the 
boufe of Madame de Rambecour, whofe hufband clofely fol. 
lowed all his footfteps, waited upon him with the moft attentive 
weal, and ferved him like a valet. On St. Louis’s day afuperb 
fete was prepared for him, it being the fealt of the faint whofe 
mme he bore. The ladies fung fongs compofed in honour of 
him. In the confidential circles which he frequented, they al- 
ways called him, mon prince! his portrait was handed about as 
iat of the dauphin, and it was reported that the pope himfelt 
Vol. 45. 2] had 
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had imprinted a mark on his leg, to know him again by ; finally, 
a letter was handed about from a bifhop, in which this deludei 
prelate writes in expreffions of the profoundeft refpeé& for thi 
young vagabond ; and, by his example, convinced many why 
were ftill wavering in theirbelief. Already was a court forme) 
round Louis XVII.; he had immediately his favourites, and wy 
going to nominate thofe who were to hold the great offices of hij 
houfehold. Many names of confequence were to be foun 
among them. They all glowed with enthufiafm, and prepare 
to make the greateit facrifices. Men of birth and rank deemed 
themfelves fortunate in being able to perform the meanef 
drudgery of menial fervice for him. Mifers turned {pend 
thrifts, that they might have the honour of entertaining him, 
It was very natural that fuch proceedings fhould not efcape th 
eye of a vigilant police. Fouche was informed at Paris of al 
that was going forward at Vitry; and a warrant put an endo 
the farce. 
(To be continued.) 





ACCOUNT af the TAVISTOCK CANAL. 


~' UCH of our readers as take an intereft in important nationd 
wo tks, will not be difpleafed with fome account of the ca 

nal lately begun in the neighbourhood of Taviftock. Neartha 
town, and between the river Tavy, which flows through it, and 
the Tamar, which forms almoft the whole line of feparation be 
tween the counties of Devon and Cornwall, is a hill called Mor 
wel Down, rifing to the height of about 700 feet above the level 
of thetide. Being at the centre of a diltri& in which valuable 
mines, both of copper and tin, but principally of the former, 
have lately been difcovered, and having on its furface the fymp- 
toms of veins, or as the — miners call them, lodes, which 
will probably yield thofe m tals, plans of piercing through this 
mountain have often been propofed; and lately, owing tothe 
{pirited exertions of gentlemen concerned in the neighbouring 
sines, feconded by the concurrence of his grace the duke of 


n 
Bedford, on whofe property the whole is fituated, the {cheme 
has been entered into, and fome confiderable prozrefs in its exes 
cution already made. As the river Tavy is not navigable, 


while the Tamar,‘at the foot of the ground propofed to be cut 
tt broug h, is fo for iF arge vel lels, the idea ot op yeni liga canal from 
each end of the propofed tunnel, to make a water com munication 
between the interior country and the river, eafily fuggelled t- 
felf. The undertaking, therefore, embraces two great objeds; 
firfi, to ferve the public, by forming an eafy conveyance for lime. 
flone, coal, ores, flate and other heavy articles, which are daily 
paffed along its linc; and, fecondly, to be the means ot difeo. 
vering 
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vering the treafures at prefent concealed in the bowels of this 
mountain. An aét of parliament for the navigation was pafled 
in the fummer of 1803, and in the month of Auguft the works 
were begun. 

From a report of the committee of management lately made 
tothe general meeting of proprietors, which has been printed, 
we find, that to complete this undertaking, after rifing to the 
proper level from the river Tamar, by an inclined plane, a tun- 
nel, about a mile and three quarters long, muft be driven through 
the hill, and that the canal muft be carried over a vallev at the 
height of more than 4° feet, where the navigation will branch 
of, the main part going to the town of Taviitock, and pafling 
{ome copper mines, and the other part reaching to the extenfive 
flate quarriesof Mill Hill. The engineer has been able already 
to complete nearly 300 yards of the tunnel. The tunnel is 
worked from each of its ends, and likewife from fhafis funk, 
and which are finking, upon its courfe; water from the river 
Tavy will be turned through the open part of the canal, and will 
be made to fall over very powerful! wheels for draining the fhafts, 
ventilating the levels, &c. &c. The fearch for minerals has al- 
ready been attended with fome fuccefs. The vein or lode worked 
ina neighbouring mine has been traced into the limits of the ca- 
nal,and near the end of the tunnel it has been difcovered to 
contain rich copper ore. 


Narrative of the Lofs of the Earl of Abergavenny Eaft In- 
diaman, Captain Fohn Word/worth, off Portland, on the 
Might of February 5, 1805. 








T is now fometbing more than nineteen years ago, namely, 

on the 6th of January, 1786, that the wreck ot the Halfe- 
well* Eaft Indiaman, Captain Pierce, at Seacombe, in the Ifle 
of Purbeck, excited the moft general attention, and the fincereft 
regret. We have now to record an inflance in fome refpeéts 
fimilar, and equally melancholy. The outfet of the Hallewell, 
like that of the Earl of Abergavenny, united every appearance 
which could promife a happy and profpetous voyage. ‘The 
latter was one of the fineft fhips in the fervice, and in the moft 
perfe€t condition for her voyage. The commander of diftin- 
guifhed ability and exemplary charaéter, and the gentlenefs of 
his demeanour had created him the title of what few feamen can 
lay claim to, that of the philofopher; bis officers were men of 
approved fkill, and the crew well-chofen and numerous. 


i The 
f For an account of this difaftrous event fee the feventh volume 
of the W eekly Entertainer, in which it forms two articles, one be- 


giihing at page 145, and the other at page 175. 
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The Earl of Abergavenny was of 1200 tons burthen ; it wa 
her fiith voyage, and deftined for Bengal and China. 

By the returns at the Eaft India Houfe, it appears that on {ji), 
ing trom Portimouth, the 


Ship’s company confifted of 160 men 
Troops (king’s and company’s) 159 do. 
Paffengers atthe captain’s table 40 





Ditto at the third mate’s il 
Chinefle 32 
Total 402 


Ships of this burthen are in general employed only fo 
China; but the company, ever attentive to commercia) experi. 
ments, had, from their good opinion of the commander, fixed 
on the Earl of Abergaveony to lade cotton from Bengal for the 
Canton market: an experiment which, from the improved me. 
thod of prefling this important article of Indian traffic, pro. 
mifed the moft complete fuccefs. The tollowing is the corred 
amount of the fhip’s invoice : 


pe Tal 
For Bengal 61,600 4 4 
Ditto 1,289 0 4 
Ditto 9,07 2 Oo 
China 13.110 4 2 


£89,075 11 10 


The Earl of Abergavenny holding out fuch profpeéis of ac. 
commodation, could not but be well filled with paflengers. A 
fhip of 1200 tons, deflined to Bengal, was an allurement not tobe 
refifled—its capabilities were of the firft magnitude—it was, in 
fhort, the favourite fhip of the feafon; the captain’s table wa 
foon filled, and what but a velfel of 1200 tons could have fur 
nilhed decent {pace for forty paffengers at the commander’ 
table—moft of them fully acquainted with the luxuries of 
life, and perhaps not bleffed with the mild forbearance of their 
holt. 

There was another reafon too, which unfortunately added to 
the crowded fituation of the thin. Formerly, cadets took rank 
from the date of their appointments; but, by a late regulation 
of the court of direétors, they obtain commiffions only from 
the priority of arrival. It was a great privilege given up ; bit 
it reflected infinite credit on thofe who could thus generoully 
wave their individual privileges, for the benefit of a whole com 
munity, 
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The third mate’s mefs was completely full; fifteen daily par. 
took of its hofpitalities. 

Amid the hurry and confufion attending the fignal for failing 
of a fleet, the firft and third mates of the Abergavenny, with a ca- 
det, and an enfign of the 8th regiment, were left on fhore at Portf- 
mouth. Every endeavour to regain the fhip appeared fruitiefs ; 
but when they were almoft in defpair of fuccefs, the mafter of 
an open boat, tempted by the fplendid offer of forty guineas, 
put off, with the fupply of a fortnight’s provifion on board, and, 
unhappily for the firft mate, overtook the veffel. 

The cadet muft have had leave of abfence from the fhip ; for, 
by a late benevolent regulation of the Ea{t India Company, a 
table is provided for perfons of this defcription, on board their 
refpe€tive fhips, while lying at Portfmouth, in order to guard 
againft the allurements too prevalent in a port, not proverbially 
nice in its morality, or limited in its charge. 

The Shambles, on which the Earl of Abergavenny ftruck, (a 
fhoal of fhingles and rock) extends along the fouth fide of the 
land of Portland, about a mile and a half or two miles from the 
land; between which there is water enough for the largeft thip 
inthe navy to pafs. 

Thofe mariners who are aequainted with it, going from Port. 
Jand Roads tothe weftward, always take efpecial care to fteer 
within the Shambles ; a meafure they equally preferve in work. 
ing from the weftward. 

Asa caution to inexperienced mariners, it may not be im. 
proper to obferve, that it will be well to keep outfide, by fland- 
ing a leagne to the fouthward of the ifland, or rather more; by 
which means they will avotd both the Shambles and the Race— 
thofe fatal Scylla and Charybdis of the coaft. 

In the general opinion of thofe who think they “ beft can 
tell,” the lofs of the Earl of Abergavenny may be attributed to 
the ignorance of the pilot. The reft of the fleet in going from 
the weltward, had gained the eaft end of Portland, and were 
brought up in the road before the flood-tide had finifhed; but 
the Earl of Abergavenny, from having waited for a pilot to the 
weltward, and other caufes of delay, poflibly from not failing 
quite fo faft, was rather aftern; and ere fhe could round the 
ifland, the flrong current of ebb tide forced her on the fpot, 
which produced the fatal difafter. 

Having thus circumftantially related the fuppofed caufes of 
the Earl of Abergavenny having got on the Shambles, we thal! 
now Iet Mr. Gilpin, the fourth-mate, a moft active and refpeét. 
able officer, {peak for himfelf. The following is a correét copy 
of his account, delivered in to the court of direciors. 


Memorandum 
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Memorandum refpefling the Lofs of the Earl of Abergavenny, 


** AT 10 A. M. being about ten leagues to the weftward of 
Portland, the commodore made the fignal to bear up—did fg 
accordingly. At this time, having main-top-gallant-maft ftruck, 
fore and mizen ditto on deck, and the jibber in, the wind abou 
W. S. W. atthree P. M. got on board a pilot, being about two 
leagues to the weftward of Portland; ranged and bitted both 
cables at about half paft three, called all hands and got out the 
jib-boom at about four. While crofling the eaft end of the 
Shambles, the wind fuddenly died away, and a ftrong tide fetting 
the fhip to the weftward, drifted her into the breakers, and a fea 
Rriking her on the larboard quarter, brought her to, with her 
head to the northward, when fhe inftantly ftruck, it being about 
five P. M. Let out all the reefs, and hoifted the topfails up, 
in hopes to fhoot the fhip acrofs the Shambles. About this time 
the wind fhifted tothe N. W. The furf driving us off, and the 
tide fetting us on alternately, fometimes having four and a half, 
at others nine fathoms, fand of the fea about eight feet, continued 
in this fituation till about half paft feven, when fhe got off, 
During the time fhe was on the Shambles, had from three to 
four feet water; kept the water at this height about fifteen m. 
nutes, during the whole time the pumps conftantly going. 
Finding fhe gained on us, it was determined to run her on the 
neareft fhore. About eight, the wind fhifted to the eaflward; 
the leak continuing to gain upon the pumps, having ten or eleven 
feet water, found it expedient to bale at the fore-fcuttle and 
hatchway. The fhip would not bear up—kept the helm hard 
a ftarboard, fhe being water-logged; but ftill had a hope the 
could be kept up till we got her on Weymouth Sands. Cutthe 
lafhings of the boats—could not get the long boat out, without 
laying the main-top-fail aback, by which our progrefs would 
have been fo delayed, that no hope would have been left us of 
running her aground; and there being feveral floops in fight, 
one having fent a {mall fkiff on board, took away two ladies 
and three other pallengers, and put them on board the {loop, at 
the fame time promifing to return and take away a hundred of 
more of the people; fhe finding much difficulty in getting back 
to the floop did not return. About this time, the third mate and 
purfer were fent in the cutter to get aflillance from the other 


fhips. Continued pumping and baling till 11 P. M.* when hhe 

funk—tall caft of the lead 11 fathoms ; having fired guns fromthe 

time fhe firuck tll fhe went down, about two A. M. boats came, 
9 and 


* This time differs by an hour from that reported to us by various 
corre{pondents. 
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and took the people from the wreck, about 70 in number. The 
troops, in particular the dragoons, pumped very well.” 


“ THOMAS GILPIN.” 


The fhip remained on the rocks nearly an hour, beating in. 
ceflantly with great violence, the fhocks being fo great, that the 
officers and men could {carcely keep their footing on the deck. 
At 4 P. M. the fhocks became lefs violent, and in about a quarter 
of an hour fhe cleared the rocks. The fails were immediately 
fet, with an intention to run for the firft port, as the fhip made 
much water; but the leak increafed fo fait, that the thip would 
notanfwer the helm. Captain Wordfworth and his officers 
were, notwithftanding, of opinion that the fhip might be got off 
without fuflaining any material damage, and accordingly no 
fignal guns of diftrefs were ordered to be fired for upwards of 
an hour and a half afterwards, when twenty were difcharged. 
The officers, although fenfible of the danger of the fhip, in or- 
derto prevent general confufion, preferved, as much as pof- 
fible, by their filence, the minds of the paffengers from alarm. 

Soon, however, things bore a ftill more unfavourable afpe& : 
the carpenter announced that a confiderable leak was difcovered 
near the bottom of the chain-pumps, which it was not in his 
power to ftop, the water guthed in fo faft. The pumps being 
all in readinefs were fet a-going, and a part of the crew en- 
deavoured to bale her at the fore-hatch-way and fore-fcuttle ; 
but all their attempts to keep the water under were in vain. 

At fix P. M, the inevitable lofs of the fhip became more and 
more apparent; other leaks were difcovered, the wind had in- 
creafed to a gale, and the fevere beating of the veflel upon the 
rocks threatened immediate deftru&tion. The captain and ofh- 
cers were far from fhrinking from the perils aroundthem, They 
gave their orders with the greateft firmnefs and coolnefs, and 
by their proper conduét were enabled to preferve fubordination. 
As the night advanced, the fituation of al! on board became the 
more terrible :—Mifs Evans, Mifs Jackfon, and feveral other 
paflengers intreated to be fent on fhore; but this was impollible. 
It was as much as all the thip’s company could do to keep the 
vellel afloat. In order to tempt the men to exert their utmoft 
powers at the pumps, the officers ftood by cheering and encou- 
raging them, At feven P., M. the fhip’s company being almoft 
exhaufted, it was thought advifable to fire fielh fignal guns, in 
hopes of obtaining boats from the fhore, to fave as many of the 
people on board as polfible. 

The guns were again difcharged inceffantly. The purfer, 
with the third oficer, Mr. Word{worth, (nephew to the unfor- 
tunate captain) and fix feamen were fent on thore, in one of the 
lup’s boats, to give notice to the inhabitants of the diftrefled 
fate of the fhip and crew. At this time a pilot boat came off, 
and 
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and Mr. Evans, with his daughter, Mifs Jackfon, Mr. Rov. 
ledge*, Mr. Taylor, and a cadet, were embarked for the fhote, 
notwithftanding a dreadful fea, which threatened them with al 
moft inflant lofs. Mrs. Blair chofe, in {pite of all entreaties, to 
remain on board: indeed there were many who would have 
made the fame choice, fo little hope was there of the bog 
contending fuccefsfully againft the high fea, in fo dark a 
night. 

It was now about nine o’clock, and feveral boats were heard 
at a fhort diftance from the fhip; but they rendered no affiftance 
to the diftreffed on board. Whether this was owing to their 
being employed inthe humane purpofe of faving thofe who 
had clung to pieces of wreck (upon which many had ventured 
from the veffel), or becaufe they were engaged in plunder, isa 
matter which has not been afcertained. 





* Mr. Routledge, who got on fhore in fafety, was on board the 
Lord Nelfon, when that thip was captured, after the moft gallant de. 
fence on the part of her othicers and crew, and had the good fortone 
to refift the ftroke of a dagger, by the accidental pofition of his car- 
touch-box. ‘This conduct had not efcaped the obfervation of the 
court of directors, and had been noticed, in the warmeit terms, to the 
Bengal government. 


(Ta Le continued. ) 


NE 





Curicus Method of curing Litigious Di/pofitii 1S. 


HE Rev. Mr. R. a gentleman of fingular humour, anda 
brother toa no lefs fingular law peer, retired to eafe and 
independence, as the reétor of , in the county of Kent. 
Being a juftice of the peace, he was frequently teazed with idle 
differences arnong the inhabitants of the place. Not being will- 
ing to be broken in upon with fuch frivolous complaints, when 
application was made to him for redrefs of fome imaginary im 
jury, his cuftom was to difmifs them, with faying, “* he would 
fend for them when he had leifure to attend to their bufineis.” 
The firft rainy day that happened, he took care to fend tor the 
pP TIES, and received them fitting in the or h of the door, 
which jul provided fhelter for himfelf and clerk, while ihe com 
plainants were obliged to ftand expofed to the inclement fky, al 
the while uncovered, to pay proper refpe& to the king’s juttice 
of the peace. By this means he entirely cured the country 
folks in his neighbourhood of litigious difpofitions. His blust 
manner of enforcing wholefome truths as a clergyman, was a 
remarkable as his peculiarity as a magiftrate. One Sunday he 
was preaching upon moral duties from thefe words, “ Rendet 
therefore unto all their due.” In explaining his text he ob: 
6 ferved, 
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ferved, that there were duties which a man owed to himfelf as 
well as to others;”’ and added he, ““ when they are not attended 
to, 1 never have a good opinion of the man. For this reafon,” 
he proceeds, turning himfelf to a particular part of the church, 
“I have never had a good opinion of you, John Trott, fince 
you fold me thofe fix fheep, fix months ago, and have never 
called for the money.” 





ACCOUNT ef GENERAL CHRISTOPHE. 


[From a late American Newfpaper. } 


ENRY CHRISTOPHE, general of the divifion of the 

north, and chancellor of ftate, is an Englifh negro, being 
born inthe ifland of St. Chriftopher’s, from whence he takes his 
name. He is a large, ftout fellow, not of the very blackeft hue, 
and rather handfome. His eye is acute and penetrating, and 
when in pleafant humour, his countenance is fomewhat engaging. 
He appears to be about forty years of age, is very polite, and 
very much of the gentleman in his manners. He is able to read 
and write, and is pofleffed of a good deal of underftanding and 
of cunning. He is of a very ferocious, violent, and cruel dif- 
pofition, and exercifes fo much tyrannical feverity over his in- 
feriors, that they are in perfe& dread of him. Notwithftanding 
this, he is looked upon as the next man to Deffalines, and in all 
probability will fucceed him in the chief command. 

He is never heard to {peak a word of Englifh, but always con- 
verfes with Englifhmen or Americans through an interpreter. 
His policy in this is, doubtlefs, that he does not with to be thought 
a foreigner. 

Before the revolution, this hero kept a dram-fhop at the Cape. 
Hethen turned privateer-man, and cruized out of the ifland in 
French privateers. From thence he went on fhore, and pro- 
cured fome low commiflion in the brigand army; and by de- 
grees has arrived to the rank he now holds. 

Chriftophe feldom appears in the ftreets but on horfeback. He 
dreffes elegantly, and rides a handfome horfe, richly capar- 
foned, which he alway gallops very faft. 





A QUESTION, by Jack Gage, the Excifeman, 


DMIT a cafk of the {[pherodical kind, lying with its axis 

parallel to the horizon, has a certain quantity of liquor in 

it: the fum of the bung and head diameter 56 inches, the length 

48 inches, and wet inches 14; what isthe content of this ullage 
in wine gallons ? 


3s a sia 
Vol. 45. sK Axfwer, 
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Anfwer, by A, Kyne, Jun.of Dartmouth, to W. Bedford's Charade, inferied ty 
10h of September. 


GIRE-BEACON will, if right I deem, 
4 Difp lay the fubje& of your theme, 








Anfwer, by R. Bailey, of Truro, to 7. Ninnis’s Enigma, inferted November 4, 


GUINEA, Sir, doth make me caper, 
For I prefer it much to paper. 


GS We have received the like anfwer from T. Jarvis, of Malborough, 





ver, by J. Whittle, of Upway, to E. Moon’s Charade, inferted December, 


\ JITH Cod and Ling the ocean doth abound, 
j CODLING’s a fruit that’s in the garden found. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from a north country failor at ky 

mouth ; Adrianus; R. Holwell, and S. Murch, of Exeter; G. Hann, jun, d 
Stoke Abbor; T. Jarvis, of Malborough ; A. Kyne, jun, of Dartmouth; ul 
W. Mann, of Afhburton. 








AN AGRA M. 


ig from a correfpondent’s name 

A letter you reduce, 

You'll find what is, by fea and land, 
Deem’d of important ufe, 





A CHARADE, by 7. James, of Hinton St. George. 


M* beginning is firft, and ever will be; 

My fecond’s a wager, you plainly will fee; 
Without my affiflance we illiterate had been, 
Correfpondence without me had never been {een. 





An ENIGMA, by W. Gifford, of South Petherton. 


O|! here come J, full bent to try 
To make fome [port and laughter 3 
When I rehearfe, in fimple verfe, 
My fhapely form hereafter. 


Now don’t forget, I’ve many feet, 
Yer neither legs or thighs, Sir; 
My body’s {mall, and that’s not all— 

I’ve neither face noreyes, Sir: 


But what avails, I’ve many nails, 
Which decorate my body ; 

Yer toes I’ve none, I’m deaf and dumb 
You’!! think me now a noddy. 


But I’m well known in ev’ry town, 
By all, both low and great, Sir; 
And to my truft I’m fometimes jut, 

And fomctimes prove a cheat, Sir. 


POETRY, 
6 
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F O E.SdgTRE: Y.z 


For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
TO A BEAUTIFUL INFANT. 


Gweer cherub ! on whofe infant brow 

s) The balmy pow’rs of peace appear; 

Where health’s ambrofial rofes glow, 
Unfullied by mistortune’s tear ; 


For thee, on memory’s fainted fhrine, 
Abforb’d in dreams of happier hours, 
The plaintive mufe afpires to twine 
A wreath of hope’s elyfian flow’rs. 


Like thee, lov’d innocent! I’ve known 
Thofe harmlefs joys; thofe flumbers mild ; 
When erft in life’s unclouded dawn 
The fun of peace ferenely fmil’d. 


But where are now thofe joyous dreams ? 
Or where the orb that ihone fo bright? 
Ab! robb’d of all its golden beams, 
And whelm’d in forrow’s tenfold night, 


Yee Rill on thee may pleafure fhine, 
And gaily paint cach opening view 5 
May all thofe {weets be doubly thine, 
Which once this cheerlefs bofom knew. 


When doom’d, dear infant! to confide 
To life’s rude ftream thy tender form, 

May — angels fmooth the tide, 
And fall to reft each angry florm. 


Thus undifturb’d by mis’ry’s gale, 
Which many a fragile bark deftroys, 

May heavenly hope diftend thy fail, 
And waft thee to eternal joys. 


COLIN. 








For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
TO THE SNOW-DROP. 


WE E, fweet harbinger of {pring, 
A cheering flower thou art; 
An omen winter’s on the wing, 

And ready to depart. 


Thou’rt firft of all the Howery train, 
Thy early thanks to pay; 

Nor dread’ft the froft, the blaft, the rain, 
Or centhe coldeft day. 


But rob’d in mnocence divine, 
Thou doft thy leaves expand ; 
To blefs us with thofe {weets otf thine, 
Andcheer our drooping land. ‘“ 
he 



































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


The upright, like this peerlefs flower, 
Shall] ftand misfortune’s fhock : 
No wicked foe fhall him o’erpower, 
Or force him from his rock. 
W. GIFFORD, 


South Petherton. 











For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
LINES onthe DEATH of my FRIEND J. H. 


HOU dear companion of my youthful days! 
To paint thy virtues claims more noble lays. 

Tho’ ’tis the will of the Omnilcient God, 
I mourn thy early call from this abode ; 
_ in thy prime, and like an op’ning rofe, 
‘Thou didit begin thy beauties to difclofe. 
Not to his perfon is my mufe confin’d— 
Refplendent were the beauties of bis mind; 
In friendfhip firm, in difpofition mild, 
And temp’rance claim’d bin as her fav’rite child ; 
With filial love his gentle breaft did glow, 
He was.to vice a moft invet’rate foe ; 
Religion taught him fortune’s frowns to bear, 
And with his mite, to mis’ry give a tear ; 
Yea! more.than this did all his life employ, 
But now he’s fled where forrows ne’er annoy ; 
Aad may his foul with heav’nly fouls unite, 
To tafte the {weets of pure, unmix’d delight. 


Dartmouth, 1805. A. KYNE, Jun, 








On the PRACTICAL INFLUENCE of RELIGIOUS TRUTH. 


By the late Wittiam Cowper, E/q. 


UT the fame word, that, like the polith’d thare, 
Ploughs up the roots of a believer's care, 
Kills, too, the flowery weeds, where’er they grow, 

That bind the finner’s Bacchanalian brow. 

O ! that unwelcome voice of heavenly love, 
Sad meffk nger of mercy from above! 

How does it grate upon his thanklefs ear, 
Crippling his pleafures with the cramp of fear! 
His wall and judgment at continual ftrife, 
Thar civil war imbitters all his life : 

In vain he points his pow’rs againft the fkies, 
In vain he clofes or averts his eyes, 

Traoth will intrude—the bids him yet beware, 
And thakes the fceptic in the [corner’s chair. 


Tho’ various foes againft the truth combine, 
Pride above all oppofes her defign ; 
Pride, of a growth fuperior to the ref, 
The fubtleft ferpent, with the loftich creft, 
Swells at the thought, and, kindling into rage, 
Would hifs the cherub mercy from the ftage. 





gz FP 6-2 az RM, 
FTHERE?’s but one wife man in the world ; 
And who d’ye think it be? 


* Tis this man, that man, t’other man; 
Every man thinks ’us he, 
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